SE IENCE &, FANTASY

| RETORTES

ISSUED WEEKLY.

55“ AL GROUP AT CONFERENIE.
FFh. SURPRISE!

The third Sydney Sclence-fiction Qonference wes
held on Sunday, January 4, &t the ¥.H.C.A. buildings
Pitt and Bathurst Streets. Eizht fans turmed up. They
were Willjam Veney, whe planned thes Conferance, Oolin
Reden,3ric and Ted Russell,Sraham Stone,Bert Casiell-
ari, Arthur Dunczn, and Ja¢k Hannan. David R, Z2vans,
who was expacted, did not turn up, and Wol stolesworth
could not comc owlig to his wother being 11l. Roden
photographed the fais on arrival, also duwring and af.
ter the Conference-

The Confarence opened at 2.20,whsh Veney,as chair-
man, outlined the eim of the meeting, and asked for
guggestions end recommendations thai would help fan--
dolle

totpning was forthooming, so Veney suggested plene
ning to have Australia represenisd &t the Pacificon.
Firet it was cdvised to find out whether there mouid
be a Pacificon, in view of the War situstion. Opinion
was ghat although the Los Angeles Cotwvention would ba
aff, a cenvention might be held slsewhere.

Finally it was favoured that if & convention wers
held et all,an airmall letter should be sant in Jung,
g0 o35 to reasch the Convention Committee n few days
before the Convention started. Bric Russell promised
to take charge of the letter, and to get other fane
views.

Bill nerzt suggested that fans should make outings,
going over verious places of scientific interest.

{Continued page 2)
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As an exaopla he pointed out the previcus visits
that Sydney fans had made to the Observatory,and sald
that 1f a large party applied, the Obscrvatory people
oight bo willing te show tha fans over. Eric Russell
said he would get in touch with Mr. Pinnock to sec
whal the possibilities were.

Trips to Museuns were nlso discussada.

Piscussion followed on lecturces and debatesjend it
was suggested that a debsts be held in the near fut-
ure, 4o try them out.,

Mattar of gird) fins was brought up, but not dis-
cusscd to any great extent.

Also rrisad woas the questfon of closer rulation-
ship with cverszas fans.Tuis was put asldc until wore
detalls were available on the preosent position of Ao~
crican fandoris
THUR DUL RISIGNSE
Arthur » coordinator of the FFA, was to give
a speech outljmng the eativiiies of Lhe Federalion.
Instead, hc armounced his resignation from his positw
iont, becauae sccordinz to him he had had se nuch A5f
ficulty in bringing out Spacewzard, ani ik result was
sa pnor.that he felt he was not qualificd for the Jou
Taooedizt:ly thore were objJections,and aft:r sooe 3is-
cussion, he agreed 1e carry on wder ceriain condlt--
inns.

Discussion Tollowecd or tho FFA itself, wnd Yeney
again objocted to the crordinater be alzetzd by
the FSS, aid not ell FFA nembders thensolwes. It was
coreed, however, to lezve the Fedouration as it isa
JACH HISTAM JOINS FFA.

Before the subjoct was closed, tha purpose of this
organieation wes explained to Jack Hamnan, who immed.-.
1ately handed in hds name, te join. Address of Lhis
ne® meaber is 13 Tae Crescont, Chatswood, W.8+'.

Discussion now turncd te sif fn genersl, and prie
Russell rcoarked®This is the first tioc I've discuss..
cd seience-fiction in slx months. Grohes Stone addcd
*la, ool

Following this atteopts were made to define a fan.
Then a betier name waas  gought for  science-ficticn
than scicnce~fiction.Brie suggested one that Ohserver
will prin® shortly.("c don'i have room for it.}

A discussion on prowogs rovoaled the fact that As--
touiding was the mest popular.Cenference closed 4.30.
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%.STORIES.

This,the last pro poll,cow ences this weuk« ¥anted
arc ten pre~bapn stories,and 1t would help 1if you seng
the neces of the auwthors as well.

The last 4mo polls have bean flops.Horrible,discal
Tailuae. Some nuopla have rasponded to our roegquost
for morc vatas.Otheorzs have not. So I want to say this
to boilr fiens AND “colleclors.®™ I am doing wy best to
compile a coapleta record of Australisn opinions and
preforenceg.  Then fhey ure cocpleotc, thoy cun be rae
forre@ back to at ary time. 4saericon and other over-
sLas fans will mow vhMat wa like and  what we don't
likue ?There ars her miance aspzctls as wolla

But all these thangs depond on youx help. I cannot
do it Ty myscif. know which fans are able to vote. I
know, cut of thes:, whe are not voting. I would like
to Know why.

I could 2asily print the neme of those fans who
do votc. As o matier of fect, T appreciate their sup-
port, aad would like to melkz *heir naccs public. But
this would show wio werée net voting.hnil while most of
the latter naones erva to L2 oade publie, there are
a few fons whe ho ors for net voting.Henca

i the FoPADIE 2 the liskt, vwong 1in--
prassi Teuld Lu cAaus for 1.2 iime  being,
lists ara .)u'r,1

o Doms tic. agn, I oskod for suge
&es 1013 fo: futu polls. 1 gol theo - from some
pecrla~So Yhere are othes epart from ays=1f who want
tho 2211ls to o Hold.If you don'i vote,you disappoint
not only we, but thitse oiher fuis as wella

If this apreal wakes no inpressics, then I give up
hopee I remcat what T went.Ye: ten {zavouritc pre-ban
sloricss Thinc oz up, write them down, check them
off, #nd senc them ine And guiskly. This especially
appiice to int Grstate fansa PLStaJ;I— ceuses delay, and
this iimc has Lo e mede upe

¥ vill start the poll ofi by ziving my list. They
@re (not in order) Chapter from the Beginning, £hild
cft Fower, Into the Darimess, Moon Powl (not Conquest)
Toe tiorons, Mdone but Lucifer, Yortrait, Seilo of tho
Sphirx, [rends, and Who Gous Thore? A queer cholce,
you'l? say. T adilt ite Butl they®ee my favourites,and
I wont to give then a vote apicce to help them top
thr list. Other fass siould fe2l the some way.
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~ore fans are being affected by the ¥axr,pill Veney
has had his medical, and expe¢ts to go into camp this
week, Bill turned eighteen two months ago.

Bart Castellari will go for his examination this
week, and probably it wiil not be long before he,teo,
goes into ocamp.

Colin Roden turns efghicean at the emd of January,
and will be lisble for service wunti) the beginning
of June, when he will be exempts (In wview of the last
statement,l do not kuiow what will happen to Reporter.
It -iepends on when I go into cfmp....C.R.)

gestellari says that Ron Levy will probabdbly con-
tinue Observer, whose next issus, by the way, marks
its entry into lts third year.

BIDZITGHTS OF [t CONNSRECS

131Gst Observer wes handed out during the Confer..
enc:. Also, latest copy of the Futurian War Digeat.

Aftar tae cenference, Vaney,who 1s selling lots of
his collsection, because of his eall-up, 50ld loads of
fanssgs wostly to Srahom Stonee I did not find oud
~het the total price was,but 1t mist have desn fairly
hisho

fCLES_ORAH SSLIS CCLLECTION.

tnce again Yol has “separated the cilk from the
orc ma® This time it was partly ceused by tha fact
thar several magazines were damaged when being trim.
maed,
T Oue or tiocc days LTIl Heve room ror an editorial.
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